1. Introduction. As in [8] , a topological space A is said to have a contractible basis at a point x in X if and only if there exists a basis Gx = { Ux} of open neighborhoods of x with the property that each Ux is contractible (relative to some point) and furthermore Ux-x is both pathwise and simply connected. The main result in this note is the following: An arc a in euclidean 3-space, E3, is cellular if and only if the quotient space A = P3 mod a obtained by collapsing a to a point has a contractible basis at the image p(a)=x (point) of a under the natural projection p of P3 onto A. Examples 1. Proof. If a is cellular, then A is homeomorphic to E3 and so is locally euclidean [2] . Conversely, if A has a contractible basis at x then since x has arbitrarily small open neighborhoods with connected boundaries (since a has this property by Lemma 1) and A is a singular homology manifold with integers as coefficients [6] , [7] , it follows by the proof of Theorem II.3 in [8] , that A is a (strong) homotopy manifold as defined in [3] . Hence by the proof of the Main Theorem in [3] , a is a cellular arc.
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